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(1)  An armistice leaving the armies where they are now.
(2) The calling of a conference within two or three days.
(3)  A solution of the Polish conflict which, as matters
are   to-day, would   certainly be   favourable to
Germany/'
(1)  Hullo !   Hullo !   What is the word  " armistice "
doing here, seeing that there has been no previous mention
of it?
Surely it is put in to avert in advance the stipulation
bound to be made : " That the German troops should be
withdrawn from the territory which they occupy."
(2)  This item indicates  willingness  to  allow Hitler's
army to gain ground in Poland and render still " more
favourable to  Germany the state of affairs " so com-
placently referred to in item 3.
The " communication" ends with the neat little
sentence: " This idea which originated, with the Duce is
to-day particularly advocated by France.''
There is a hint of contempt about this phrase, not
surprising on the part of Count Ciano, and it might
well lend support to the hypothesis we have diffidently
advanced, namely that the manoeuvre adroitly contrived
by Signor Mussolini was perhaps backed, if not by a
petition, at least by preliminary good wishes for the
success of such a scheme, of French, but unofficial origin.
Let us still confine ourselves to German documents.
The White Book, from which we have just borrowed the
above delectable " communication," begins with a sort of
resume entitled: " The last phase of the German-Polish
crisis." From this we must single out Paragraph XI,
which seems to have been written in advance for the use
of the Vichy accusers of England :
" In order to banish the menace of war, which had come
dangerously close in consequence of these two notes, the
Duce made a proposal for an armistice and a subsequent
conference for the settlement of the German-Polish
conflict. The German and the French Governments